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The International City/County Management Association
(ICMA) launched BrownfieldSource.org in November 2002. This
Web site was designed for local government users and the
general public to provide instant access to news, events, re-
search reports, and other published materials related to
brownfields revitalization, focusing on the latest in commu-
nity, economic, environmental, governmental, innovative, le-
gal, and redevelopment issues.

New Brownfields Web Site Launched

The Indiana Brownfields Redevelopment

Resource Guide was developed through the

Indiana Interagency Brownfields Task

Force. The resource guide is intended as a

general primer for local governments,

organizations, and entities to use as they

begin their brownfield projects.  It is divided

into two main sections. The first is a basic

approach to brownfields redevelopment and

is divided into three parts: planning, remediation, and redevelopment. The

second section is a compilation of the potential available resources for a

brownfields project.

The resource guide was first made available in December 1999 with a

revised version following in March 2001. Another updated version is now

available on IDEM’s Brownfields Program Web site. The resource guide can

be downloaded for free. The resources highlighted in the guide consist of

financial assistance and technical incentives available through the Task Force

member agencies. Please contact Tracy Concannon with any questions or

comments regarding the resource guide.

Updated Indiana
Brownfields Redevelopment
Resource Guide Available

*Site Status Letters have been developed to
replace No Further Action Letters formerly
issued by  IDEM’s Brownfields Program.
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The city of Kokomo is looking for
positive solutions. Home to one of
Indiana’s largest Superfund sites, the
“City of Firsts” wants to break ground
in the arena of beneficial reuse. As a
result of its efforts, the city is now par-
ticipating in a pilot program sponsored
by U.S. EPA’s Superfund Redevelop-
ment Initiative.

The Continental Steel Superfund
(CSSS) site is a former steel manu-
facturing plant that was placed on the
U.S. EPA National Priorities List
(NPL) in 1990. Continental Steel Cor-
poration filed bankruptcy in 1986, and
the now-vacant 125-acre facility is
contaminated in many areas with met-
als, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs),
volatile organic compounds (VOCs)
and semi-volatile organic compounds
(SVOCs).

In addition to widespread contami-
nation, the CSSS has had a widespread
economic impact, beginning with pros-
perity and ending with loss of employ-
ment and a loss to the local tax base.
The steel plant was at one time the larg-
est employer in Kokomo. When the
plant closed, many members of the com-
munity lost their jobs and pensions. The
costs to U.S. EPA and IDEM for in-
vestigation and interim remedial and
removal actions have risen to over $36
million. The estimated additional cost to
remediate the site, according to the 1998
Record of Decision, is $85 million.

Remediation and reuse of the site
is a high priority for the community.
The city of Kokomo applied for a
Superfund Redevelopment Pilot Grant
and received the maximum amount of
$100,000. U.S. EPA’s Superfund Re-
development Initiative is an effort to
help local governments participate in
the cleanup and reuse of Superfund

sites by selecting response actions con-
sistent with anticipated end use. Ten
pilot projects were selected in early
1999, then in December 1999, the pi-
lot program was made available nation-
ally. Applicants had to be a unit of lo-
cal government with a proposed or fi-
nal NPL site within its jurisdiction, or
with a site at which U.S. EPA was sig-
nificantly involved with a pending
cleanup decision. The remedy must not
have already been constructed and the
community not a potentially responsible
party (PRP). The grants were
awarded based on project strategy,
budget, Superfund cleanup phase, an-
ticipated role of current/future site
owner, community-based planning and
involvement, anticipated state role, and
clearly identified value added through
U.S. EPA assistance. Kokomo was
among the 40 national pilot recipients
that were announced in July 2000.

These grants specifically fund re-
use assessments and reuse plans to
help determine future land uses. They
also fund activities to support the
development, evaluation, and docu-
mentation of predicted reuse as it
might affect or be affected by cleanup
alternatives. Often
the grants are used
to hire a contractor
to develop reuse
plans for an aban-
doned site. Kokomo
hired a Wisconsin
company to per-
form its reuse study,
which began with
community involve-
ment. At the first
community meeting,
participants helped
develop a list of de-
sired reuses and
voted for their fa-

vorites. The contractor then performed
a detailed analysis of the most favored
alternatives and presented five sce-
narios to the community at a second
meeting. IDEM and U.S. EPA partici-
pated in the reuse meetings, answer-
ing questions, explaining some neces-
sary limitations in specific areas, and
discussing how best to work around
the remedial action components of the
proposed cleanup design. A final re-
port was released in February for pub-
lic comment.

IDEM and Kokomo are working
together to integrate Kokomo’s reuse
planning into the remedial designs for
the CSSS. The goal is to develop re-
medial action plans that will prepare
the site parcels for reuse and ensure
that cleanup does not eliminate or in-
crease the cost of a desired reuse.
Kokomo reuse team members and re-
medial design team members attend
each others’ meetings and public par-
ticipation sessions, and comment on
these plans.

For more information about CSSS,
please contact Pat Likins, IDEM, at
(317) 234-0357.

Continental Steel: Kokomo Community Works for Reuse
Site Highlight

Abandoned Continental Steel Plant before demolition.
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Brownfields Bulletin is published quarterly by the Indiana

Department of Environmental Management to inform local

government officials, business representatives, and interest groups

about brownfields redevelopment initiatives and success stories from

within and beyond the state. A brownfield site is an industrial or

commercial property that is abandoned, inactive or underutilized due

to actual or perceived environmental contamination. IDEM’s over-

all mission is to make Indiana a cleaner, healthier place to live.

IDEM’s brownfields initiative helps communities remove barriers

for sustainable growth.

Please contact Dan Chesterson of the IDEM Brownfields Program to

  inform IDEM of address changes, to be added or deleted from the

      mailing list or e-mail list serve, or to share your comments and

            ideas about this publication.

Brownfields Program Staff
Gabriele Hauer ghauer@dem.state.in.us
Section Chief (317) 233-2773

Michele Oertel moertel@dem.state.in.us
Senior Environmental Manager (317) 234-0235

Dan Chesterson dchester@dem.state.in.us
Environmental Manager (317) 232-4402

Tracy Concannon tconcann@dem.state.in.us
Environmental Manager (317) 233-2801

Susan Tynes stynes@dem.state.in.us
Environmental Scientist (317) 233-1504

Trevor Fuller tfuller@dem.state.in.us
Environmental Scientist (317) 233-8409

Sandy Bardes sbardes@dem.state.in.us
Secretary (317) 233-2570

Thomas W. Baker twbaker@dem.state.in.us
Attorney (317) 233-1207

IDEM’s toll-free number: (800) 451-6027, press 0 and ask for a person by name or number, or dial direct.

Who Can Help
Technical and educational assistance

Indiana Department of
Environmental Management
Brownfields Program Staff  (listed top right)
100 N. Senate Ave., Suite 1101
P.O. Box 6015
Indianapolis, IN 46206-6015
www.IN.gov/idem/land/brownfields

Indiana Department of Commerce
Deanna J. Oware, Enterprise Zone Program Manager
One North Capitol, Suite 600
Indianapolis, IN 46204
(317) 232-8917
e-mail: doware@commerce.state.in.us
www.indbiz.com

Financial assistance
Indiana Development Finance Authority
Calvin Kelly, Deputy Director
One North Capitol, Suite 900
Indianapolis, IN 46204
(317) 233-4332
e-mail: ckelly@idfa.state.in.us
www.IN.gov/idfa
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